36.   LETTER TO C, F. ANDREWS

August 29, 1918

MY DEAR CHARLIE,

I have suffered indeed, but no more than I have deserved
to, I can trace definitely and directly the causes of this illness.
They do me no credit and show how weak I am in spite of all my
attempts to overcome those weaknesses. This illness shows me all
the more clearly how continuously we break the known laws of
nature. There is no temptation so difficult to overcome as that
of the palate and it is because it is so difficult that we think so
little about it. In my opinion, mastery of the palate means mastery
of everything. But of this more later. I am steadily progressing*
My peace has never been disturbed, Pray do not have any anxiety
about me. I would not have you leave Shantinikctan on any ac-
count whatsoever. I think that both you and Gurudcv are doing
the finest work of your lives, You are now writing real poems,
They are living poems. I wish I was in Shantinikctan sitting side
by side with the privileged boys listening to Gurudev's discourses
and also yours*

MOHAN
From the manuscript of Mahadev Dcsai's Diary, Courtesy: Narayan Desui
37,  FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO DR. PRANJfVAN MEHTA
[AHMEDABAD,]
August 29, 1918
The news you give about MalaviyajiV efforts for unity has also
appeared in the papers* That Panditji would make some such
move was expected, But I am afraid all the resolutions will now
be half-hearted. A little reflection should convince us that we
may demand less but must demand it firmly, The people will
rise as, and in the measure that, they are enabled to realise that
*Madan Mohan Malaviya (1861-1946); founder of the Benares Hindu
University; member, Imperial Legislative Council; twice president of the
Indian National Congress